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For Study and Discussion

QUESTIONS FOR RESPONSE

1. How do vou feel when youy are laughed ac? Whar do vou do in

order to avoid looking like a fool

2. How did You react to Orwel|’s long inrroduction {paragraphs ]
and 2) to the incidenc Were vou actentive, bared. or confused?
Now that you have finished the essay, reread these nwo para-
graphs. How does your second reading compare with vour firse?

QUESTIONS ABOUT PURPOSE

. What thesis abour “the real narure of imperialism™ does Orwell
prove by narrating this “uny incident”;
. List the reasons Qrwedl considers when he tries o decide what
to do. According to his conclusion, whar was his main g 0se
& !
in shooting the clephane?

QUESTIONS ABOUT AUDIENCE

- How does Orweli wish Lo present himself to his readers in para-
graphs 6 through 92 Do you follow the logic of his argumens?

- Which of the three positions stated in the final Paragraph does
Orwell expect his readers toagree with? Why is he “glad thart the
coolic had been killed™:

Q'UESTIONS ABOUT STRATEGIES

- Although Orwel] beging narrating the incident in paragraph 3,
we do not see the elephant unsil the end of paragraph 3. What
details do we see? How do they intensify the dramatic conflice?

- How does Orwell pace the shooting of the elephant in para-
graphs 11 and 12* How does the elephant’s slow death affect
Orwell’s point of view toward what he has done? '

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

- Orwell was young, frightened, and tormented by strangers in
a strange land., What parallels do You see between Orwell’s
plighr and the plight of young American soldiers who served in
Vietnams?

- Much of Orwell’s essay assumes a knowledge of the words im-
perialism and desporism, Wit do these words mean? How do
they apply to the essay? What current events cap vou identify in
which these words might also apply?



